
2008 Flood Information – How to Report Damage to 
Cultural, Historical and Art Properties, Assets 
 
 
Report damage by Email to: CulturalResources.Flooding@iowa.gov 
 
Dial-in conference calls scheduled for: 1:30 p.m. on June 19, 24 and 26 
  
  
Technical assistance, disaster recovery and financial resource information at 
www.culturalaffairs.org <http://www.culturalaffairs.org/> 
 
  
DES MOINES - The Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs is urging Iowans to report 
recent flood, storm and tornado damage of cultural, historical and art properties 
and assets to a special email account and through a series of upcoming conference 
calls. 
  
DCA is requesting reports about cultural, historical and art properties and assets 
that include - but are not limited to - art galleries, art museums, performance art 
centers, artist's studios, historic buildings, cemeteries, archaeological sites, 
artifacts, museum collections and archives. 
  
"We are receiving scattered reports already, but we are urging Iowans to contact us 
through the special email account and on the conference calls so we can develop a 
comprehensive report of the damage our cultural, historical and art properties and 
assets have suffered," said Cyndi Pederson, director of the Iowa Department of 
Cultural Affairs. "This information will be critical in determining the financial 
assistance Iowans will need to recover and rebuild." 
  
Iowans can report damage to a special email account at 
CulturalResources.Flooding@iowa.gov (please note the "." between "Resources" and 
"Flooding"). In the subject line, please identify the community and the cultural 
resource impacted by the flooding. Replies will not be issued from this email 
account. 
  
Iowans can also report damage during a series of conference calls at 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday, June 19; 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 24; and 1:30 p.m. Thursday, June 26. 
Iowans should call toll-free at 866-685-1580; the conference code is 5152816320#. 
  
Iowans can also visit www.culturalaffairs.org for technical assistance, disaster 
response and financial resource information. The information is directed primarily 
to cultural, historical and art organizations and historic property owners, but can 
also be applied to most dwellings and collections. Examples of information include: 
  
*        treating flood-damaged homes and properties  
*        working with contractors and architects  
*        salvaging water-damaged collections  
*        links to nearly two dozen organizations that offer a wide variety of 
technical assistance  
  
The Web site also offers directions for applying for emergency Historic Resource 
Development Program grants. 
  
"Water and loss of humidity and temperature control can cause enormous damage to 
historical documents, artifacts, historic buildings, archaeological sites, 



cemeteries, government records and art collections," Pederson said. "A single flood 
can erase substantial portions of a community's unique recorded history, and water 
distorts paper and causes ink and other media to run or even disappear. Wet 
records, artifacts and art pieces can grow mold within 48 hours, so even a small 
water disaster requires a prompt response." 
  
The Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs is responsible for developing the state's 
interest in the areas of the arts, history and other cultural matters with the 
advice and assistance from its two divisions: the State Historical Society of Iowa 
and the Iowa Arts Council. DCA preserves, researches, interprets and promotes an 
awareness and understanding of local, state and regional history and stimulates and 
encourages the study and presentation of the performing and fine arts and public 
interest and participation in them. It implements tourism-related art and history 
projects as directed by the General Assembly and designs a comprehensive, 
statewide, long-range plan with the assistance of the Iowa Arts Council to develop 
the arts in Iowa. 
 
More information about DCA is available at www.culturalaffairs.org or 
email:  dneldeberg@co.marshall.ia.us 

 


